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We hereby deem this the year

of the road trip. So hop on a

motorcycle, swing feet first

into a convertible or pack a
sandwich and climb aboard a
bus. There’s plenty of adventure
to be had close to home,

S0 hit the road Jack.




We asked local motorcycling expert Belt Drive
Betty (beltdrivebetty.com) to tell us about one
of her favourite Alberta drives. She chose

the Mighty Peace region for its remarkable
roadside attractions, rolling hills, wide open
prairies, forests and deep river valleys. Join
Betty as she spins from Valleyview to Grande
Prairie, via Peace River and Fairview.

From Valleyview take Hwy 49 until it becomes
Hwy 2 at Donnelley. At the junction of Hwys
49 and 2, turn west to head into Falher,

the Honey Capital of Canada. This region’s
48,000 beehives produce 4.5 million kg

of honey a year — that’s 40% of Canada’s
honey! Take a breather to see the world’s
largest bee and beehive and to visit The
Beehive shop along Main St for honey-
sweetened cream chocolates.

Back on Hwy 2, catch the Shaftesbury Trail
by riding into Peace River, across the bridge
and exiting at 100 St. If you have time to stop,
visit the monument to legendary prospector
Twelve Foot Davis in the Green Valley
Provincial Park and the town’s museum to
learn the story of Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s
winter stay in 1792. Nearby, there are several
excellent viewing areas to stop and see the
Heart, Peace and Smoky Rivers converge

— these rivers lend fantastic twists and
sweeping curves to the roads.

So far the ride has been relaxing with wide
open, rolling prairies, but the Shaftesbury Trail
has some wonderfully twisty road, lots of
deer and moose, and a panoramic vista! The
route is loaded with historical sites and the
river is so close you can smell the water.

Down the Shaftesbury Trail, stop and take a
free ride on the ferry. On the other side, you'll
find the beautiful Tangent Park campground
and if you follow the highway on the east
bank you’ll eventually come out near Falher.

To continue on to Fairview, get right back on
that ferry and a short (1/2 km) back track will
bring you to the 684, out to Hwy 2 and south
to Fairview — passing Berwyn, Brownvale,
Whitelaw and Bluesky on your way.

Stop at the Trev Deeley Building on the
Fairview campus of Grande Prairie Regional
College, home of the Harley-Davidson
Technical Training Facility. They have lots
of rare and vintage bikes on display in the
main foyer and are open Monday to Friday
from 9 am to 4 pm.

Back heading south on Hwy 2, cross the
mighty Peace River via the Dunvegan Bridge.
Pause here to take in the magnificence of the
river’s gorge, visit the market gardens and
take in a round of mini golf. Grab yourself

an ice cream at the General Store and amble
along the walking paths to stretch those legs!

Take some time to tour Historic Dunvegan,
the site of one of Alberta’s earliest fur

trade posts and missionary centres, where
costumed interpreters will guide you through
meticulously restored 19th century log
buildings.

It'll take about an hour from here to Grande
Prairie. Don’t miss Muskoseepi Park, 4.5
square km of parkland with paved and natural
trails, the Grande Prairie Museum and a
historical village. Also check out the Heritage
Discovery Centre at Centre 2000 to meet
Piper, a life-size animated dinosaur and to see
the world’s largest sun dial.

This tour will take you anywhere from five
hours to three days, depending on how often
you stop to sightsee and to

TAKE THE
ROAD LESS
TRAVELLED!

View this route as a Google map at tinyurl.com/
fallbikeroute. And for more road trip inspiration,
visit TravelAlberta.com.
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